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WHAT’S INSIDE 

“Hey Pastor, I’ve got a question!” a woman says as she passes through 

the greeting line after worship. I lean in to hear her better, and she 

asks, “Can you tell me what hell means? Is it a real place?” It is a good 

question—and a difficult one to answer while others are waiting to leave 

the church. So how should I respond? 

Every pastor has encountered a moment like this. We want to answer thoughtfully 

and faithfully, drawing on Scripture as we respond. We also want to be theologically 

sound, knowing that others in the congregation may be wondering the same thing. 

After reflecting on this dilemma, I have decided to introduce a new column for our 

Journey called “Hey Pastor, I’ve Got a Question!” This column is an opportunity for 

you to send me your theological questions so I can offer responses that may help all 

of us grow in faith. 

This column is not intended to be a “Dear Abby” column. I am not a sage offering 

advice on child-rearing or solving relationship problems. I am simply the pastor you 

have called to help meet the spiritual needs of this congregation. As a theologian, 

my desire is to answer your questions with Scripture as the primary source, drawing 

on Lutheran resources when helpful. 

So please send me your questions. You may email them to me at tlcbirch-

wood@gmail.com, place them in the “church” in the narthex, or put them in the 

black mailbox outside the church office. All responses will remain anonymous. 

In Christ, Pastor Dan 

“Hey Pastor, I’ve Got a Question!” 

   Pastor Dan 
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 A U G U S T  -  S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  A S S I S T A N T S  

NEXT MEETING OF . . . 

Birchwood Food Pantry Open. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  Aug 3 & 17, 10:30a -12:30p   

Worship & Music Team. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . Aug 3, 9:00a  

Christian Life Meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug 3, 10:30a  

Women of Trinity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug 12, 3:00p  

Trinity Council meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .No mtg  

8/12  Virginia Hurckman 

8/14  Sandi David 

8/15  John Schieffer 

8/31  Rose Cutsforth 

 

 

 

 

8/5   Kevin & Julie Sunderland 

8/9   Dan & Meaghan Ruff 

8/17  Scott & Hannah VanGilder 

8/21  Eldon & Joanne Kvale 

8/28  Mike & Sue Capra 

 

 

  

 

Aug 2 

9:00a 

 

 

Aug 9 

9:00a 

 

Aug 16 

9:00a 

 

Aug 23 

9:00a 

 

Aug 30 

9:00a 

Outdoor Worship 

GREETERS 
Joanne & Eldon 

Kvale 
Terri Freeman Marsha Kampf Sue Svitak Cyndi & Jim McGraw 

USHERS 
Wes Mohns 

John Schieffer 
Rob Freeman 
Wally Thom 

Steve Tracey 
Kevin Ploessl 

Tom Svitak  
Mike Capra ↓ 

COMM. 

ASSTS 
Joanne Schilling Ellen Ehrich NEED Dan Dahl  

READER Eric Anderson Kathy Thom Donnarae Carrell Gloria Widiker Kathy Thom 

Trinity Lutheran Church Birchwood  

501 East Chetac Avenue 

September 11-12, 2026 

Friday September 11th 9am -3pm 

Saturday September 12th 9am - 3pm 

Saturday only: Bag sale 1-3 pm $2:00/bag 

BBQ lunch served both days 10:00 - 1:30p 

Includes: sandwich/chips/bar 

Coffee, water and bars available separately. 

You can drop off items for the Rummage sale  

On Sept. 6 after service and Sept. 8-10, 8-3p 
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ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED! 
     Women of Trinity - We are in need of help with Altar Guild! 

     Due to one of our members needing to step down from 

her position, we are in need of someone for September to 

fulfill these duties. This is not a hard job but one of joyful 

service.   

     If this is something you would be willing to do, please con-

tact Janet Schieffer. If you would like further information or 

have general questions regarding what this role entails, talk 

with me or any of the  ladies who are currently a part of this 

service:  

 Joanne Schilling  

 Karen Hayes  

 Terri Freeman 

 Cindy Rubin  

 Connie Dahl 

 Sue Capra 

 Ida Jahnke  

 Eleanor Kuula  

 Julie Sunderland 

 Ellen Ehrich  

     They would be happy to share with you. 

August 25, 9 am—3 pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church 



 

 

Aug 2026             Page 4 

Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

I am bringing you great news from the Stephen Ministry Leadership. 

This fall, the second Stephen Minister training class will begin for a 

group of 4 laypeople from our congregation. Over the next few 

months these future Stephen Ministers will receive extensive training 

in Christian caring skills. Some of the areas they will cover include 

listening effectively, addressing feelings, confidentiality, using the re-

sources of Christianity, being assertive, and a number of topics deal-

ing with specific life crises. Throughout, the training will emphasize 

the theology of caring for the whole person. 

Following the training, these women will be commissioned as Stephen 

Ministers and will join Cindy Rubin, Sue Janetski and Dan Dahl (our 

previously commissioned Stephen Ministers) to carry out TLC minis-

tries of caring within our congregation and community. They will 

provide care for people experiencing hospitalization, grief, divorce, 

job loss, and many other life crises. Working under Stephen Leaders’ 

guidance and supervision, our newest Stephen Ministers will extend 

the capacity of our congregation to care. 

Please keep these people in your thoughts and prayers as they receive 

this training for caring ministry.  

Faithful God, we begin a new training class of Stephen Ministers this 

fall. We ask you to guide our Stephen Leaders and our Stephen Min-

ister trainees through this equipping experience. Bless our trainees’ 

learning, give them dedicated hearts and open minds, nurture the 

community they are forming, and walk with them now and through-

out their ministry. In your name we pray. Amen. 

Also continue to keep Cindy, Sue and Dan in your thoughts and prayers. 

Gracious God, we lift up our Stephen Ministry in prayer today. 

Grant wisdom and discernment to our Stephen Leaders as they guide 

others in this ministry. Grant patience and compassion to our Ste-

phen Ministers as they faithfully meet with their care receivers each 

week. Grant healing and peace to the care receivers in the midst of 

their pain. And open all our eyes and ears so that we might recognize 

and reach out to those who are hurting. Help us to make TLC the 

caring and loving community you have called us to be. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

If you have any questions about Stephen Ministry training and care-

giving, please contact Gelene Tabor (218) 576-9939 or me (612) 859-

3046.   

Jim McGraw, Stephen Ministry Leadership Coordinator 

 

     

     Summer is almost over which 

means our last Outdoor Worship 

service will be August 30. 

     Bring your lawn chair and a 

dish to pass for the potluck that 

follows. 

     

     Choir and Praise Team rehearsals will kick off Wednes-

day, September 9, at 1 pm. 

     If you sing in the pew, you are invited to join us!  Re-

hearsals run till 2:30 pm. The choir sings the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays, and the Praise Team sings the 2nd Sunday. 

     Questions?  Call Joanne Schilling at 715-651-4875. 
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S U N D A Y  M O N D A Y  T U E S D A Y  W E D N E S D A Y  T H U R S D A Y  F R I D A Y  S A T U R D A Y  

      1 
 

2 
8a Text Study 
9a Worship w/

communion 

 

 
 

3 

9a Quilters 
10:30a-12:30p—Food 

Pantry Open 

2:30p Women's Bible 
Study 

7p AA, Fellowship Hall 

4 
 

5 
7:00a Men’s Bible 

study 
 
8:30a Prayer 
 
 
 

6 
10:30a Women’s   
Bible Study 
 
 

7 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

8 
 
 

 

9 
8a Text Study 
9a Worship w/

communion 

10 

9a Quilters 
2:30p Women's Bible 

Study 
7p AA, Fellowship Hall 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 
8:30a Prayer 
3:00p WOT mtg 
 

13 
 
  

10:30a Women’s   
Bible Study 
 

14 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

15 
 

16 
8a Text Study 
9a Worship w/

communion 
Love Fund/Food Pantry  

Offering 

17 
9a Quilters 
10:30a-12:30p—Food 

Pantry Open 

2:30p Women's Bible 
Study 

7p AA, Fellowship Hall 

18 19 
7:00a Men’s Bible 

study 
 
8:30a Prayer 

20 
10:30a Women’s  
  Bible Study 

21 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

22 

23 
8a Text Study 
9a Worship w/

communion 
Prayer Shawl Sunday 

 
 

24 

9a Quilters 
2:30p Women's Bible 

Study 
7p AA, Fellowship Hall 

25 
 

9:00a Blood Mobile 

6:00p BAHS mtg 

Journey Deadline 

26 
 
8:30a Prayer 
 
 
 

27 
10:30a Women’s  
  Bible Study 
 
 
 

28 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

29 
 
 
 

30 
8a Text Study 
9a  Outdoor Worship w/

communion (weather 
permitting) 

Pot Luck to follow service 

31 
9a Quilters 
 
2:30p Women's Bible 

Study 
7p AA, Fellowship Hall 
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Adult Sunday School       8am  
Office Hours                     8 – 11:30 am, 12:30 - 3:00pm (M-Th) 
Bulletin deadline             9 am Tuesdays 
JOURNEY deadline          Tuesday - 3rd week of the month  
Pastor’s Office Hours    Mondays (8 am—3:00pm)   
                                       Wednesdays (8—11:30 pm) other days by apt.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Aug 2 ---9:00a worship service w/communion 

Aug 9 ---9:00a worship service w/communion 

Aug 16 ---9:00a worship service w/communion 

Aug 23 ---9:00a worship service w/communion 

Aug 30 ---9:00a worship service w/communion 

              Last Outdoor service-weather permitting 

 

In the military:  Rigil Christensen, and all those serving in the military.  

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Debbie Davis 
Andy Hedman 
Lora 
Sharon Mackey 
Tracy Reid 

Bill Rice 
Ro Sackmann 
Carter Sackmann 
Timothy Wallace 
Donna Willis 

 

 

  
The JOURNEY    

August 2026 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Daniel Tabor—Pastor 
Julie Sunderland, Parish Administrator 

Joanne Schilling, Choir Director 
Donnarae Carrell, Custodian 
501 E. Chetac Ave ♦ PO Box 8 ♦   

Birchwood, WI  54817 

(715) 354-3790 ♦ (715) 416-4966 (Pastor’s cell) 
♦ trinitylutheranbirchwood.com ♦ 

♦ tlcbirchwood@gmail.com ♦  
JOURNEY Editor ♦ Julie Sunderland ♦ tlcbirchwood@gmail.com   
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